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— K. * _ E R, &: 
2h Lord an Gent Mn, 

S you are appointed a Committee 
by the Corporation of the City of 
= > London, for directing the Rebuild- 

ing the Jail of Newgate (that abominable 
Sink of Beaſtlineſs and Corruption) I 
might be judged inexcuſable, did I not 
lay before you the whole of the Informa- 
tions, which came to my Knowledge, as : as 
being one of the Sheriffs of London in the 
Year 1750, when the Newgate Conta- 
gion made ſuch dreadful Havock in the 
Old Baily Seffions-Houſe, and when not 


only the *immediate Duty of my Office, 1 


Arr. We Ties of Humanity, called upen 
mY A 2 me 


[4] 
me to exert myſelf, in order to prevent, 


as far as lay in my Power, the like cala- 
mitous Diſorder. from — any further 
Miſchief. 


The Lord-Mayer, all the Judges, and 
the whole Court of Aldermen, were, 

however, thoroughly perſwaded, notwith- 

ſtanding all the Precautions that could be 
taken, that there was no effectual Re- 
medy, againſt ſo dreadful a Diſtemper, 
but that of building a new Jail. 


It was for this ſata, that the old 
' ruinous Buildings, between the Old Bailey 
Seſſions-Houſe and Newgate, belonging 
to the City, were ſuffered to fall in, and 
that a Plan for a new Jail became the 


general T opic, as well as the wow 
Deſire. 


And if we conifer 4s fingle Inſtance 
alone, of the noble and generqus Grant 
of £100,000, for Relief of the Sufferers 
by the Earthquake at Liſbon, no one will 
Fu GY entertain 


3 


[5] 

entertain a Doubt, in caſe an Application 
had been made the enſuing Seſſion, while 
the Terrors from the Jail Diſtemper. were 
ſtill freſh in People's Minds, but the Par- 
liament would have granted liberally, to- 

wards rootiny out ſo ignominious, and fo 
dangerous a Nuſance, from the very 
Heart of the firſt City in Europe, whereby 
the whole Kingdom was in forms . 

liable to be ede. 


The ahiverſal ee for having a 

new Jail, upon an unexceptionable Plan, 
induced me to write, in May 17 50, to 

William Thornton, Eſq; one of the then 
Repreſentatives for the City of Yori, re- 
queſting of him, that he would be pleaſed 
to give Directions for a Plan to be taken 
of Nerk Caſtie, or County Jail, which was 
forthwith complied with, as will be ſeen 
by Mr. Stables s Letter (in the Appendix, 
No. 2) dated fo early as the 23d of July 
following, whereby he ſends me four 
Sheets, moſt accurately drawn, compre- | 


ns all that could be deſired on that 
| Head: p- 


1 60 
Head: For when they were produced to 
the Lord- Mayor, the Jud ges, the Alder- 
men, and many other Perſons of Note, 
they were unanimouſly of Opinion, there 
could be no Model for a new Jail, more 
Proper to be adopted than that of ork 
(ale. And I am perſwaded, that Mr. 
Dance, the City's Surveyor, who had theſe 
four Sheets for ſome Time in his Hands, 
will very frankly own, that the Plan he 
drew and printed, by Order of the New- 
gate Committee in 1755, was in a great 
Meaſure taken from the 797k Plan, rightly 
judging, that in taking that for his Guide, 
his Performance could not well fail of 
re wg with the general . 3 


* 


When the ee ſhall have exa- 
ad: and . conſidered the York Plan, 
which I have by me at their Command, 
they will find, that the whole Space of 
Ground, which paſſes under the Deno- 
mination of York Caſtle, or the County 
Jail, to be no leſs than Two Acres and 
One Rood; with Water in great Plenty, 
n and 


[73 


and all other Conveniencies; and I am 
well informed, - the Number of Felons 
and Debtors confined there; ſeldom ex- 
ceed one Hundred, or one Hundred and 
twenty at the moſt, at one and the ſame 
Time, whereby they are almoſt certain of 
being preſerved in a healthy, Pats: * * 
e 5 c 8 


8 wt — 2 
o * & 


"Whereas, 3 dt gay we » fy to. __ 


contracted Spot which has * hitherto 


thought of for the rebuilding the Jail of 


% 4 & 


Newgate,.. not exceedin g in "the Whole, 
Three | Quarters of an Acre; compre. 


hending the Ol Baiky Seſſions-Houſe, 
with the Garden and Yard belonging to 


it; and yet 300 Priſoners may be ex- 
pected - be lodged therein, at one and 
the ſame Time, as has often been the 
Caſe, many of whom are the moſt, pro- 
fligate Wretches, who are too often af- 
flicted with malignant Diſeaſes before Bey 
are brought thither ? Wy. 


The Committee will therefore moſt. 


mag appropriate towards this ſalutary 
Undertaking, 


* — IT} ON 
1 : 


£8] 
Undertaking, not 'only all che Ground 
the-City is already poſſeſſed of, but like- 
wiſe as much more, as they ate impow- | 
ered by Act of Farkament 8 to avail them- 
felves of: And, if after all, 'the Whole 
Space ſhould not prove amply füffcient, 
Whereon to erect the County Jail, in 
every Reſpect commodious, healthy, Nan | 
ſecure, and not unbecoming the Magni- 
ficence of the Metropolis of the. King- 
dom, Can it be doubted, but the Parli- 
ament will comply with any reaſonable 
- Application from the City of Landon, .to 
enable them to accompliſh ſo defirable 2 
Work, upon a Plan as 8 8 AS ſhall 
be Judged neceſſary, for a ſe o 
ſtrongly dictated by common H. manity 
3 ei een 09799 


The extraordinary Expence, oyer and 
above the Fifty Thouſand Pounds allotted 
by Parliament for this Building, if that 
Sum ſhould happen to prove inſufficient, 

y indeed be urged againſt ſo extenſive 
Dane Importance of the Cauſe 


ſeems 


191 
ſeems to require; But it is to be hoped, 


no narrow Conſideration will take Place, 

where the Security of the moſt notorious 
Offenders is concerned, and what is of 
much greater Conſequence, the guardin g 
againſt an Infection, which in the Heart 
of ſo great and populous a City, might 
endanger the Lives of Thouſands of His 
wacher 8 n Sante. 


ow — I _—_ deſire Leads; to TO | 
ſerve, the Neceſſity there will be of leay- 
ing a-competent Space between the Priſon 


Walls, and all other Buildings adjacent 


thereto ; for out of all the numerous Ef 


capes which have been made out of New- 
gate, within my Memory, I can recollect 
but two Inſtances, except in -Diſguiſe, 
that were not effected by the too cloſe 
Contiguity of the other Buildings to the 
Jail. n eee oe WE, 


As the . will 1 b nove 
the ſeveral Reports read to them, which 
have from Time to Time been made by 

B the 


1 101 
the ſtanding Newgate Committee, to the 
Courts of Common- Council, for many 
Years paſt, and as they will undoubtedly 
have: feveral rebuilding Plans laid before 
them, for their Conſideration ; if they 
can gather any additional new Lights 
from this ſmall Collection, with which T 
do myſelf the Honour to preſent them, 
I thall eſteem myſelf particularly happy 
in being the Inſtrument of conveying it 
to their Hands. — However that may be, 
Jam fully perſwaded they will exert the 
Power, they are upon this important Oc- 
eaſion veſted with, to the entire Satisfac- 
tion, not only of their Fellow-Citizens 

in particular, but to that of the Public i an 
general. Tam, 

With great Reſpect, 
My 18 and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obliged, and 


Meft obedient humble Servant, 


Steph. Theo. Janfſen, | 
Chamberlain of the City of London. 


Guildhall, 104. . 
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ConTenrs of the APPENDIX. 


N umb. I. A Letter from M. Omer, 
24th of March, 1750, to Alderman 
Jann, Sheriff of London, with brief 
Heads of a Propoſal for preventing an 
Epidemical Diſtem per amon 65 _ * 


ſoners in Newgate, 


Numb, II. A Letter from Samzel Stabler, 
Nr, July 23, 1750, to Alderman 
_*- Janſon, Sheriff of London, n ng 
1008: Plans of York Jail. 5118 


N III A WED 1 to 
Alderman Janſen, Sheriff of London; 
a Propoſal for rendering Newgate more 
1 commodious, and the Fri more 


airy and clean, WSV 


Numb. IV. Anonimous; without Date, ta 
- Stephen. Tleadorr i Janſſen, Eſqꝭ Alder- 
man and. Sheriff of London, recom- 
mends the Priſoners to be conſined 70 

Bread and Water, &c. * 
2 Numb. 


1 
Numb. V. Anonimous, without Date, to 
Stephen Theodore Janſſen, in St. Paul's 
ee Humble Propoſals, Sc. 


Nu mb. VI. A Letter from Dr. Stephen 
Hales, Teddington, 11 Ju, 1751, to 
- Alderman Fanfſen, recommendin 80 Ven- 
tilators for Næugate. 4 


Numb. VII. A Letter from Dr. Stephen 

Halis, Teddington, 10 June, 1752, to 

Alderman Fanſen, concerning Venti- 
lators, and accom panying an Account 
of their being fixed in Ne, by 
the e 19 8 


Numb: VIII. Dr. Hales s Account, as a- 
| bove, for the Peruſal of Alderman 


— 


| Numb: IX. A Letter from Dr. Fohn 
Pringle, Pall-mall, 15 February, 1755, 

to Stephen Theodore Fanſſen, then Lord- 
Mayor, his Opi e about Newgate, &c. 
Numb, 


131 
N amb. X. Campden's Account of the Jail 
Diſtemper at Oxford, 1 577, and Foſter's 
of that at the Old Bailey, 1750, from 
a Letter in the Gazetteer of January 13, 
1764, ſigned An Engliſb Lawyer. 


Numb. XI. Copy of a Letter from the 

| Gazetteer of January 13, 1764, to the 
Citizens of London, concerning Newgate, 
and the Jail Diſtemper, 1750. 


N amb. XII. Copy of a Letter from the 

Gazetteer of January 14, 1764, to the 
Citizens of London, containing the Par- 
ticulars of the Steps taken in 1750, to 
check the Progreſs of the Jail Diſtem- 

Numb. XIII. Several Inftances of the 
|  Malignity of the * m in 
Neugate. 


Moſt of che Originals of theſe na 
are in the Hands of TIN Theodore 


alis . 
A PP E N- 
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APPENDIX. 


Number 5 EY 


Brief Heads of. a Propoſal for preventing 
the fatal Conſequences ariſing from an 


Epidemical Diſtemper, which frequent- 
y preyails e the Priſoners. 1 in 


 Newgote, _ 


PHE mien: Otjetts. nina in 
this unhealthy Place, whether for 


wreſpaſſing the Laws; or for Debt, are ſa 
numerous, and ſo ill accommodated, that 
i is a thing ſnaroe poſſible to prevent 
their imbibing and retaining a common 
Qiſeaſe Alnays adherent to People in ſuch 
a Situation, who are cloſe ſhut up in 
Filth of divers Kinds, and at the ſame 
Time deprived of the Benefit of the Air, 
which of Courſe: mult render their own 
Days miſerable beyond Expreſſion, and 
very often draws fatal Conſequences along 
with it to others; whereof we have lately 


ſeen a moſt melancholy and dreadfub Ex- 
K not from the Bench, but 
from 


ol 


7 

1151 | 
from many indifferent Perſons, who at- 
tended the Trials at the Old Baiy. ee] 


0 Remedy this Bed for * war. 
it is propoſed: TORY 


| I. — as ll whe, Houſes fro News 
gate to the Old Baily are the Property of 


＋ 


the City of London, an exact Survey be 


taken of the Extent. of that Cr and, 


wherein the Space which the preſent 


755 takes up, w be comprebended. t 
| hd 4 0 19 0 88 

I. That * aun — will 
afford Room ſufficient for building a new 


and commodious Jail, the ſamæ may 


without Difficulty be contrived ſo, as 
that the Felons and Debtors can be kept 
ſeparate, which Regulation alone will 
prove of no ſmall N to out in 
| n TR e 2211. 


- 11 
1 \ 


II. That eur Jeitdoneling 6 to Part 
culars, this Building be compoſed of the 


| 
' 
= 7 
ö 
I |; 
« 7 
{ 
4 


TT = 
Jail itſelf, a Houſe for the Keeper, and a 
large Yard, ſuch as is to be ſeen at York. 


IV. That for the better Security of the 
Priſoners, the Windows be double barred, 
the Inward with Iron, and the Outward 


with Oak Shutters, or Lattices full of 


11 N ails. 
v. That the Walls, quite round, be 


made ſtrong and high, and that a thin 


flit Deal be placed Edgeways along the 
Top of them, which upon being preſſed 
with any Weight, will give Way, and 
prove a Means to diſcover Perſons at- 
tempting an PD: $ 


Laſtly, If the Method th: laid Jowh | 
ſhall in general be approved of, there 
are many other neceſſary Arangements, 
Rules and Orders, to be enforced and 


obſerved, towards rendering the Place in 


Queſtion as healthful as poſſible; and as 
Water may be had in Plenty, this, ac- 


cCording to the Practice in Holland, can 


be 


7 4 


[ 170 

be done ſufficiently to anſwer the End 
propoſed, of preventin 5 infectious | Dif- 
tempers from r reigning in that Jalle: :.... 


Pops tis 21 of Marth, m ; my 


| V. 2 
Is Air ve Shea of Eon 


EOIY 2 


Ed rk _ 23, 1750: 
To Alem Jalſen, Sheriff of Ea 


|  Hmiqured Sir, 3 3 

Pee ANT to your R R Requeſt to Mr. 
Fhormn, to get exact Plans, Gc. of 
York County Jail, he wrote to me to em- | 
ploy a proper Perſon in this City (ſending 
at the ſame Time a Copy of your Letter 
for InftruCtions) to draw them ; accord- 
iogly, I employed « one Mi rlkinſon, who has 
taken an infinite deal of Care in the Per- 
formance, and Accuracy, having been 
cloſely employed five Weeks in the Sur- 


vey and Drawing them ; as Mr, Thornton 
C was 


. 18 

was going upon the Moors upon a Party 
of Pleaſure, he defir'd me to ſend the 
Plans to you as ſoon as finiſh'd, which 1 
have done by Mr. Robert Sidlul, Woollen 
Draper in Cheapfide, - who is ſo kind as to 
take them in a Coach, in which he ſets 
out for London To- morrow. The Man 
who drew them leaves it entirely to your 
Generoſity what your Honour pleaſes to 
order him, he bein 8 ignorant of the Prices 
uſually paid upon thoſe Occaſions, and 
acquiring the Art upon his own Inge- 
nuity and Induſtry; but upon the Exa- 
mination of Gentlemen in this City, who 
are very well acquainted with the Conve- 
niencies of our County Jail, they -are 
thought to be very exactly drawn, and 
they heartily wiſh the Honourabh City 
of Londen would take a Plan from thels 

Draughits, which would very much r 
dound to the Honour and Credit of "his 
County. Whateyer Gratuity you think 
proper the Draftſman ſhould have for his 
Trouble, I ſhould take it as a particular 


1 * K * * 4 * - . 
= 7 * © © 
* W * 1 . . 4 4 2 th i 1 4 # 4x 
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151 
Fayour, if you'd pay it to Mr. James. 
Hodges u pon  London- u ws n will 


* Fr ante HT A 
Dur Honour 8 moſt bunble Servant. 


"70 Command, | : 
Samuel Stabler 1 
Bookſeller i in rt 


255 The Drawings conſiſt of 


Or Vellum. Elevation and Plans of * t 
Caſtle or County Jail. 


* 9 T; Fu and Elevations of 


7118 | Court Houſes, Grand 
2:10 5 dr Jury Houſe, Infitina- 
15 | s 2 wy f "ny Ge. 


* 


"in 'No:; a, Perſpective View of 5 
Caſtle of York. 


— Plan or Area ef U 
whole Buildings and 
v1. | Extent of Ground, 


and one Rood. * 
C 2 MNMNumber 


containing two Acces | 


N 


. 5 Nanbes Il. 


A Prpotil for rendering His Maetys 
Jail of Newgate in the City of London, 
more commodious, and for keeping 
the Priſoners more airy and clean. 


J. ST AT. the common Priſon, the 
ſeparate Rooms, and Cells, be 
Lathed clean once a Week, and rubbed 


afterwards with Vinegar, or with Herbs, 


ſuch as Rue, Sage, P rumor en maſhed 
in Water. 


II. That no more than one Pelon be 
put in one Cell, unleſs upon emergent 
Occaſions, where the Number of Felons 
exceed the Number of Cells, and then 
but two to be put in one Cell at the ſame 
Time ; that fuch Cell ſhall be clean'd, as 
© "kNP tice in each Week, during the 


Time two ſhall remain therein. 


| 0 III. That tn be, by the City, a cer- 
: tain Number of Shirts and Shifts pro- 
vided, in Number? about 
: 0 


1211 
of one ort  _ of the other. 
And that they be given to the Care of 
the Keeper or Turnkey, for which he 
is to be anſwerable, in order to ſupply 
ſuch Priſoner or Priſoners as ſhall be deſ- 
titute of Change of Linen, and that ſuch 
Priſoner be ſupplied by the Jailer, or 

dauring the Week his own 
be bed, and eontinue that Change 
once a Week, during their Stay in the 
faid Jail; and that on the Days of their 
reſpective Diſcharge or Execution, the 
Linen 'they reſpectively had at their 
Commitment be given back to them, 
and the Shirt or Shift belonging to the 
Priſon, be given back to the Keeper or 
Turnkey, and that he omit ſecuring the 
fame at the Peril of his being charged 
with the Linen belonging to the faid Jail, 
carried away by ſuch Priſoner or Priſoners . 


IV. That a Survey be taken of the 
Priſdn, to ſee if there may not be Air 
Pipes fixed in the Cells of the ſaid Jail, 
without endangering the Safety of the 


Cuſtody of the Felons therein confined. 
V. That 


— trends 


, 
4 —— . — 
2 * Ne Io, is 


8 2 act. "> 
SEPT tO i= ed.n 
8 wa 4 


V. That if . 1 of the ſaid 
Jail, could, at a moderate Price or Ex- 
pence, be enlarged, there e * 2 
need of the Air: Piper: aforeſaid. ; 


H 4 11001 — 


VI. That every Priſoner be, — be 
is brought into Court to be arraigned, 
well waſhed with Vinegar, or Water with 
ſome of the Herbs; and if his Cloaths, 
Cap or Wig be offenſive, that there be 

cloaths and a few Caps provided ready to 
to be put upon them, before hey are 
brought into the Curt. 


pers Alderman Janſen, Sheriff of Landon. 


N 5 * 
3 


Namber IV. LEY 


; I 12 4 ? 


To Stephen Theodore Fanſen, Eſa; : Alder 
man and Sheriff of London, 


Received about June, 1750. SES 
8 . | 
V UR Anſwer when you were © aſked, 

Whether you were not afraid to go. 
into the Priſons, to have them cleanſed? 2, 


Was, that it was your Buſineſs: 4 This | 
F „ Anſwer 


1231 
Anſwer makes me reſpect and admire 
vou, as well as ſeveral others to whom I 
have told it. — I ſubmit it to you, Sir, 
whether the preventing all the Stench 


that attends the Drunkenneſs ſo frequent 


av - thoſe, Places, be. not much preferrable 
to the ä of it, if i it were poſſiblè 
to put the Priſoners upon Bread and 


Water? You caſily ſee the Conſequences, | 


the poor unhappy People would be more 
afraid of it than they commonly are, of all 
the Puniſhments-that attend them ; the 
Filth of thoſe Places would not be ſo 
great, or ſo fatal as it has lately been, 
and the great Infamy of living and dying 
drunk would be removed: You- ſee all 
the good Conſequences: But 1 fear the 
Difficulties that ariſe in this Town, even 
from a Jailor's Profits, may, get the. better 


of your beſt Intentions. Occaſions - are 


often wanting, to Men, and Men to Oc- 
caſioans; both ſeem to concur at this 
Time; People are frightned at the leaſt 
Accident, and you are the only Perſon 
whoſe Spirit and Preſent Employment 


make 


make ye indlies; dd I hope capable 
of ſuch an Attempt. Unknown 48 1 
am to you, you will believe that nothing 
but Wiſhes for an abfitidoned Public, and 
. Efteern for your uncommon Character, 
would make me give 00 or myfelf this 
e, Jam, 


T 
15 | Pur todo l aner 


Number V. 


To Stephen Theodere fanſſet, in St. Paul's 
 Church-yard, | 


rel in the Summer of 1750. 


Humble Propoſals. 
"HAT an A& of Parliament be pt pro- 
cured to male St. John, Gate, ot 
u other Gate, a Priſon for Debtors, in 
the County of Middleſex, which will En 
large Newgate for the Felons. 


Vid the Act of en-. II. t ſep arate 
: Debtors from Felons. 


That 


[ 25 ] 
That there be Ventilators in Newgate, 
to circulate the Air. | 


Pleaſe to read Mr. Stibbss Advertiſe- 
ment in the Daily Advertiſer of the 
25th of May, 1750. 


That the Sheriffs of London do provide 
two courſe Shirts for each Felon, and 
that they m. allowed a clean Ni twice 
a Week. 8 


* 
, 


That a proper Perſon be be alia to 
inſpect and keep the Priſoners clean, as 


9274 


1s done to Patients 1 in a the es can . 0 


N. B. The great Ya, with Wel 
Houſes at 25 7 7 > is to be lett W 


"EARS, 


cb Place for the Sy | 
Sc. to take Water or Land, ind lengthen” +. 
the Proceſſion, there being Space enough” * 

for a great N umber of. Conches. 
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Number VI. 
Teddington, 11 Jah, 17 51. 


To Mr. Alderman, Yanſſe en. 


SIR. 


Nor having Time, when 1 was. with, 

vou Sth Day at-Riphmond,, to talk. 
to you | fly of the Affair I came about, I. 
ſhall do it fully in oy LE, vid. 


Lal Year, 6 many. died of — . 
tilential infectious Jail Diſtemper, which: 
they got in the Old Bailey Court, there 
was, on that Occaſion, a Probability, that 
large Ventilators would be fixed in New- 

gute, to be worked by a Windmill, AS: 
you: ſaw was done on board a Man, of 
War at Deptford, which would; effectu- 
ally preſerve all. the Wards in * in 


a tweet healthy State. 


I then wrote an Account of this Deſign 


to Monſ. Du Hamel at Paris, who is In- 
: - - --Ipector 


[ 27 1 
ſpector of all the Ports .in France, and at 


_ the fame Time, propoſed to him to make 


' Uſe of the ſame Method to preſerve great 
Quantities of Corn in Granaries, by tlie 
fame Means. — He was fo. pleaſed with 
the Propoſal, that he immediately fixed 
a Windmill, on a great Public Granary 
at Paris, which by working large Ven- 
tilators, blows- Plenty of freſh Air up- 
wards through the 1 — — which ſo 
fectually preſerves the Corn, that it is 


like to become a National Practice ; - - 


which he has ſent me a particular Ac- 
count, with Drafts deſcribing how it is 


| done. 1 have written him Word, that | 


where it can be had, a Wa r- will 


do mu better. | 5 


1 have. not- rer given the French a par- 
yen”. Account, of what I have done on 
board the Sheerneſs Man of War, towards 
preſerving the Timbers of Ships layed up 


in ordinary, . becauſe J was deſirous we. 


ſhould have. the Credit of firſt doing the 
Thing. But as the Commiſſioners af the 
D 2 | | | Nats 
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Navy, to avoid a trifling Expence, (which 
would moſt aſſuredly ſave Millions to the 
Nation) have put a Al to my Proceed- 
ings, when I was got only to the Threſ- 
hold of the Experimental Reſearch, and 
had as yet tried only the fourteenth Part 
of the Air that would convey it among 
the Timbers of a Ship : For in new Re- 
ſearches we are under a Neceſſity of feel- 
ing out our Way Step by Step. — Since I 
am thus ſtopt ſhort in this important Re- 
ſearch. intend, before Chriſtmas, to pub- 
liſh the ſecond Volume of my Book upon 
Ventilators, in which, among other things, 
both in Juſtice to the Public, and in Vin- 
dication of the Reaſonableneſs of my Pro- 
poſal, I will give a full Account of it, 
and of the high Probability, I will ſay 
TCertainty of Succeſs, in preſerving the 
Timber of Ships many Years the _—__ 
from Gecuyin g. 

This will abt put the Frenth upon 
doing the thing, and then we ſhall have 
the Diſgrace of copying after them, which 
1 : 3 
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we muſt now do, if we ſhould. ever at- 


tempt it, to preſerve Corn in Granaries, 
as Monſ. Du Hamel has done. age 


I am ſenfible that” the Deliberations, 
whether Newgate ſhould be pulled down 
and new built, have with good Reaſon 
delayed the fixing of Ventilators there. — 
But if it is, or ſhall ſoon be reſolved, that 
Newgate ſhall not be pulled down; then, 
J could wiſh, if it is at all to be done, 


that it might be done before the next 


Winter; that J may be enabled to give 


an Account of its being done, in my ſe- 


cond Volume; elſe we may ſtand a fair 
Chance to learn that of the French too. 


? 


E am the more ddfiroue to have it done 


in Newgate, not only for the Sake of the 
Priſoners there, but ' alſo as a laudable 


Pattern, not only for the reſt of the Na- 


tion, but for the Benefit of the World. 


Of what Importance will this be to the 


Nation, when we engage in War, ti 
12 0 I have 


— — — — — — — 
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have our brave undaunted Sailors and 
Soldiers, when Priſoners of War, pre- 


ſerved from being poilened and rotting 
in Jails? For it is highly probable, that 


three in four of thoſe who die in War, 
looſe their Lives by the Stench af falls, 


and Hoſpitals. 


1 have 1 Yon "IRS, weak. to 
Mon. Du Hamel, to propoſe the Venti- 
7 the Priſons of Priſoners of War, 
and if the Example was ſet at Newgate, 


the. good Effect of it would probably in- 
| duce the ſeveral warring Nations, on both 


Sides, to do ſo at ag Act of Huma- 
nit. act. e 


a Thus you ſee, Sir, chat what I am ſo 
deſirous of having done i in Newgate, is an 
Affair of the greateſt, Importance, not 
only to this Ns , yt to the whole 
World. . 


I am "PW a that as op- 
pulent and renowned City of London will 


* wo g heſitate about it. 
When 


„„ — ©. i 


L311. 


When you and ſeveral other Alder- 


men, with Dr. Pringle and myſelf, went 
in Ocloler laſt into Newgate, we were 
but too ſenſible of the Stench of ſeveral 
of the principal Wards, a Stench fo very 
offenſive, that it would be a great Act of 
Humanity to deliver; not only unhappy 
Deaßtors; But even the vileſt of Criminals 
from t:; even thoughi it oecaſſoned nets 
ther the diokneſs nor the Death! of any. 
But when, withal, we are aſſured, it 
cauſes the Sickneſs: and Death of many, 
car anyone hefitate, whether: ah effectual 


Means ſhall be made: uſe: of to urs 0 6 


deſtructive a Peſt * La. 
by 1 Y R, 
ee, lied nb Set. 
5 Stephen Hales, 


7 5 a 
1 P 
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2 Number VII. 
To Mr. Alderman Janſſen. 
; "Tay, IO June, i7 52. 


Dear Sir, 


He Yeſterday to be in Town, 
I found your's at my Lodging, but 
pleaſe to direct to me here, till the Prin- 
ceſs returns to reſide at Ln. . 


It well be abſolutely. neceſſary to have. 
a Man to furl and unfurl the Sails of the 
Mill, as Occaſion: ſhall require; and alſo. 
to open and ſhut the fliding Shutters of 
i the ſeveral Trunks, daily, that all the 
Wi foul Wards may be refreſhed in their 
Turns. It is probable that about eight 
= or ten Wards may be aired at a Time. 
I was at London Yeſterday, purpoſely to 
view the Ventilators and Windmill at 
| Newgate, in order to give a written Re- 
port to the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, 
one: of which is ſent to the Lord-Mayor 


and two Sheriffs, and one I have here 
incloſed 


331 


incloſed for your Petuſal. It was great 


Pleaſure to me, Dr. Pringle and Dr. 
Knight, two Phyficians, to of the Ven- 


tilators worked by a Windmill, drawing, 
like large heavy Lungs, at the Rate. of 


7000 Tuns of foul Air per Hour, out of 
ſeveral Wards at the ſame Time, which 
were thereby ſenſibly ſweetened, to the 
great Comfort of the Priſoners, who i in- 
formed us with Pleaſure, that the y thereby 


enjoyed much the better Health. I think 


it will be very requiſite to have the Mill 
go as much as it can every Day: And 
even in Winter to change the Air daily 
to ſuch a Degree, as-it ſhall be found the 
Priſoners can bear without Inconvenience. 
For foul Air long confined, will putrify 
in Winter, though not ſo ſoon as in 
Summer. There are ſome Rooms that 
have little Paſſage for Air to paſs in or 
oat, which ought more elpeclally tx to be 
Golly ventilated. 75 


If 1 wen be thought proper, to make 
it the Buſineſs of him who has the Fore 
LD O 


in 
of the Mill, to clear the Wards 45 
quently, by ſcraping and ſweeping, 
would contribute to the Healthineſs of 
the Priſon. 


I make no Doubt but the happy Event 
will ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of this hu- 
mane, laudable Example of the City of 
London; and it will be a great Pleaſure 
to me, to have been 1 in any Degree ſer- 
viceable, in doin 8 them ſo acceptable a 


Service. 1 am, 
5 I. 


19 Your obliged bunbl Servant, 


| P. S. — 5 tha t if he Millwright 

is obliged, to oil and maintain the Mill for 
three Vears, according to his Agreement, 
that he will be a Looſer by it; for Mr. 
Yeoman, who has made the Mill for the 
Sheernefs Man of War, told me lately, 
ſeriouſly, that it had coſt him above Fifty 
Pounds, for which he has agreed to 
make = 


Number 
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Number VIII. 
The following Account is what Dr. Hales 


alludes to in the foregoing Letter, 
Number VII. for the Peruſal of Mr. 


Alderman Janſſen, vix. 


1752. An Account of the Ventilators 


and Windmill, which are fixed in New- 
gate, by Order of the Lord - Mayor, 
Sheriffs and Aldermen of London. | 


By Dr. Hakes. 


S the Committee of Aldermen had 
ordered the Ventilators to be fixed 

in Newgate, under my Direction; when 
finiſhed, I went into Newgate to examine 
them, and to conſult about adjuſting the 
due Degree of opening, with ſliding Shut- 
ters, the Mouths of the ſeveral branching 
Trunks, which go to each Ward, fo as 
many Wards may receive the Benefit of 
Ventilation at the ſame Time; fo I 


thought it incumbent on me to make a 
Report thereof. 


E 2 | I find 8 


I find the Ventilators well made, and 
fixed with their branching Trunks in a 
proper Manner, ſo as to ventilate in their 
Turns, all the Wards, when needful, and 
full of Priſoners, but principally the great 
and fouleſt Wards, and thoſe in which 
there are my Priſoners. 


. the 8 draw out of the ſe- 
veral Wards, which are in a State of 
Ventilating, at the Rate of 7000 Tuns of 
Air fer Hour, fo by thus frequently 
changing the foul Air in Priſons, it will 
not have Time to ſtagnate long enough 
to putrify, which requires many Days: 
And it is this Putrefaction, which by 
being the moſt ſubtile Diſſolvent in Na- 
ture, diſſolves the Blood and Humours of 
our Bodies, and thereby produces the in- 
fectious peſtilent Diſeaſe, which is called 
the Jail Diſtemper ; and it is by the ſame 
ſubtile diſſolving Power, that cloſe con- 
fined damp Air, rots even the hardeſt 
Heart of Oak, as is evident in innumera- 
ble Inſtances. 3 

We 


— 
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We may therefore, upon good and rea- 
ſonable Grounds, be well aſſured, of a 
very ſenſible good Effect, in preſerving the 
Health and Lives of Multitudes of Pri- 
Nee in Priſons that are thus ventilated. 


| And. J make no Doubt but this hu- 

mane and laudable Example of the City 
of London, will be followed not only in 
many other - Jails in this Kingdom, but 
alſo by other Nations : In Order, to the 
promoting of which, I have publiſhed in 
the Gentleman's Magazine for April, an 
Account and particular Deſcription, of the 
Manner how all the Wards in Newgate, 
are ventilated with freſh Air. 


I "I at the Duke De Noailles' s De- 
fire, ſent one of theſe Magazines to him, 
he intending, as far as in him lays, to 
have the like done in France, in the Jails, 
and Hotel Dieu, a very foul Hoſpital. 1 


Have alſo ſent a Magazine to an ingenious - 
Correſpondent at Naples, and to ſome 


Gentlemen of Saxe Gotha, who were 
lately 
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lately with me, who intend alſo to * 


mote the Uſe of them. 


: 1 cannot hs heartily to recommend 

Cleanlineſs and clean Straw, which greatly 

contribute to Health: This is what the 

Maſter: of the Savoy Priſon takes great 

Care to have effectually done, notwith- 

ſtanding there are Ventilators, which ven- 
tilate five of the Ain Wards. 


Qu. May not the Perſon who has the 
Care of the Mill, and alſo of regulating 
the fliding Shutters, ſo as duly to ventilate 
all the Wards; may it not alſo be the Bu- 
ſineſs of this Perſon, to keep the Wards 
clean, by ſcraping, ſweeping, cs 


At the Savoy, the Walls of the Wards 
were Whitewaſhed, when the Ventilators 
were fixed. This Whitewaſhing may 
contribute not only. to make the Rooms 
leſs gloomy and dark, but alſo to cure in 
ſome nne. the naſty infectious Matter 
which 


[ 39 ] | 
which has for many Years been ſettling, 
a a _ 1. Air, on the Walls. 8. 


As to the Cells, hs Wigkt believe, 
if need required, be all ventilated in their 


Turns, by a very ſmall cheap ſingle Ven- 


tilator, fixed to the Ceiling of the com- 
mon Paſſage to all their Doors, and 
worked by a Pendulum Handle, like a 


Pump. 


But I apprehend, if they are kept very 
clean, and have once after every Seſſions, 
an Ounce or two of Brimſtone burnt, by 
laying a red hot Piece of Iron on it, in a 
little Pot of Sand or Earth, it may ſuffice. 
Theſe acid Fumes of burning Brim- 
ſtone, are efficacious to cure the putrid 
Infection that adheres to the Walls: But 
as there is no thorough Paſſage for the 


Air through theſe Cells, I gueſs it will be 


more adviſeable to ſcrape and ſweep than 
to waſh them, unleſs it be in a very dry 
State of Air in Summer, or in a long 
Continuance of dry North Eaſterly Winds 
in 
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in Winter. For damp cloſe confined Air 
is very unwholſome, as has been found 
by Experience ; when in warm Climates, 
they. have towards Evening, waſhed Ships, 
in hopes to make them cool in the Night 
between Decks; which on the contrary, 

cauſed much Sickneſs. If a Hole, about 
nine Inches ſquare, were cut in each Cell- 
Door, with Graing Iron Bars acroſs, it 
would a little contribute to a Draft of 


Air. 


& 
. * 
ng * 


It were much to be wiſhed, when the 
Priſoners from other unventilated Priſons, 
are brought to Newgate, at each Seſſions, 
that they were kept in ſeparate Wards, 
ſo as not to endanger the infecting the 
Newgate Priſoners, with the Jail Diſtem- 
5 which they often bring with them. 
s is what once happened at V incheſter 
Jail, where two infected Priſoners, were 
brought thither from Reading Jail, which 
cauſed the Sickneſs and Death of many. 


For though Ventilators will effectually 
pre- 


1414 
prevent the freſh' breeding of the Jail 
OW; yet it will not _ cure it. 


As to the Windmill, it is a very - ted 
one, and fo compleatly well made, with 
ſtrong Iron Braces, and Braſs Friction 
Wheels, or Caſtors, for the Frame to turn 
round on an Iron Plate, fo as the more 
readily and eaſily to turn and face the 
Wind; that the Millwright complains, 
that it will be too hard a Bargain for 
him, if he is obliged to ſtand to his 
Agreement, to maintain and oil the Mill 
for three Vears: He humbly prays there- 
fore, that he may be releaſed from that 
Part of his Ne 8 


And I am of Opinion; that it would 
be a very hard Bargain, to oil and keep 
it in Repair for three Years, for Fifty 
Guineas ; for another Millwright afked 
me Fifty-nine Pounds, for. a Mill, not fo 
good as this by Ten Pounds in Value, 
for which I make no Doubt, he would 


have aſked Seventy Pounds. 
F It 


42 
It was abſolutely neceflary . to fix a 
Scaffold round the Mill, in order for a 
Man to ſtand upon, to furl or unfurl the 
Sails; this, the Millwright ſays, was not 
included i in the Agreement to make the 
Mill for Fifty Guineas. | 


And whereas the Priſoners #0 


that. many of their *. Chimnies ſmoak the 
Rooms much; 3 Inconvenience, may 


probably be effectually remedied, by nar- 
rowing each Chimney to about fourteen 
or ſixteen Inches wide every way, not 
only by way of Drawſtove juſt near the 
Fire, but for about three Yards higher, 
which is found in many Hundreds of In- 
ſtances, to cure moſt ſmoaking Chimnies, 
eyen thaſe that have been over topped ten 
or fifteen Feet, by a higher Building, of 
which I know an Inſtance at Mr. Vins s, 
at Mbitton in this ee of Te- 


dington. 
Serben H Ha ales, 


N umber 
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| Number IX 

To the Right Honourable Stephen Theedare 
Juanſſen, Lord- Mayor of the City of 


London. 
Pal: Mal, 15 Feb. J 55. 
My Lord, 7 
I Had the Honour of your Lordifp! 8 
Letter Veſterday, but I did not then 
anſwer it, as I took Time to recolle& in 
what manner your Lordſhip communi- 
cated to me the Particulars relating tc to the 


Jail Diſtemper, that was ſo fatal to the 
Court at the Old Bailey in the Year 17 50. 
I find no Notes on that Subject, but I 


have a diſtinct Remembrance from 
your Lordſhip's Mouth, and which 1 
publiſhed ſoon after in my Obſervations 


on the Diſeaſes of the en e T 


: quoted you Re 


That Book, I 0 therefore Genes to 
your Lordſhip, which indeed 1 ought to 


have ſent ſooner; but 1 hope you Lord-— 


ſhip will pardon the Omiſſion, and ac - 
EI cept 


[44] 
cept of it now, as a Preſent from the 
Author. | 


The . of Jails begins Page : 345, 
and your Lordſhip's Name is mentioned 
in a Note at the Bottom of Page 349. 
With Regard to the Number, I remem- 
ber your Lordſhip's telling me, you be- 
lieved there were above F ity, who died 
in all, but that you had certain Accounts 
of a Number above Forty, and therefore 
it was that laſt Number I adopted, as it 
might appear not to be exaggerated. 


Since that Time 1 have publiſhed no- 
thin g on the Jail Diſtemper, except an 
Account of the Sickneſs of ſeven Work- 
men, out of eleven, that were employed 
by Mr. S:ibbs, Maſter Carpenter, for ſet- 
ing up the Ventilator in Newgate, This 
Paper, being read to the Royal Society, 
was only printed in the firſt Part of the 
Forty-eighth Volume, 0:2. the laſt Num- 
bers that have been publiſhed, of the 


Tea. 
In 


45 

In paſſing by Newgate, from Time to 
Time, I am ſorry to ſee the Machine fo 
often ſtanding ſtill, though there ſeemed 
to be Wind enough to turn the Sails. I 
doubt the Effect of that Contrivance is in 
a great Meaſure loſt, by there being no 
Perſon appointed to keep it in Order, to 

regulate the Sliders, and to turn the Sails 
to the Wind, when the Wind is too weak 
to perform that Action itſelf. But the 
Truth is, I deſpair of getting thoroughly 
the better of the 1 Diſtemper an and Conta- 
gion, without building a larger Priſon, 
| better aired, and with a Court in the 
Middle, or a Yard adjoining to it, in 
which the Priſoners may from Time to 
Time, breathe the freſh Air. I am, with 


the greateſt Regard, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
ay en hunble Servant, 


John de 
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Number x. . J = 

Copy EF) a. Letter f in the Os 4 
e. January 13, 1764. 
To the Printer. 


Abs Fo an Account of the Jail Diſtemper at 

Oxford 1 in the Year 1577, and at 
Lande i in 17 50, may not ſeem altcgether 
unſeaſonable or uſeleſs at this Time, it is 
incloſed. The former is tranſlated 10 
Campden, che latter tranſcribed from F after. 


In the Year. 1 577, while the Judges 
were holding the Aſſizes at Oxford, and 
one Rauiand Finks, a libellous Bookſeller, 

was trying for an Offence of that Nature 
againſt the Queen, moſt of thoſe preſent 
were ſo ſeized with a poiſonous and peſti- 
1 lential Infection, either from the Stench 
| of the Priſoners, or from the Place, that 
| —_— about forty Days, almoſt all, ex- 
Women and Children, died. Amongſt 
en” Was Rebert Bellas, Chief Baron of 


i | the Exchequer, a grave Man , and remark- 
= able 
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able for his Knowledge in the Law; 
Robert D'Otly, Sir Wilkam Barblington, 
Knt. D'Oth, Shiriff of the County of 
Oxford, © Harcourt, Weneman, Pheteplace, 
Men illuſtrious in their Calling, Barham, 
a famous Counſellor, almoſt all the Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, and about 300 others. 
und. Elis. p- 1 5 p. 140. 


Ar "OR o Bailey Seſſions in April, 
17 50, one Mr. Clarke was brought to his 

Trial, and it being a Caſe of great Ex- 
pectation, the Court, and all the Paſſages 
to ĩt, were extremely crowded ; the Wea- 
thet too, was hotter than is uſual at that 


Time of the Lear. 


Many People who were in Court at 
this Time, were ſenſibly affected with a 
very noiſome Smell; and it appeared ſoon 
afterwards, upon Enquiry ordered by the 


Court of Aldermen, that the whole Pri- 


ſon of Newgate, and all Paſſages leading 

thence into the Court, were in a very 

9 Condition, and had long been ſo. 
What 
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What made the Circumſtances to be at 
all attended to, was, that within a Week, 
or ten Days at moſt, after the Seſſions, 
many People who were preſent at Mr. 


Clarke's T rial, were ſeized with a Fever 
of the e Kind, and few who 
were ſeized, recovered. 


The Wnpeoms » were much alike in all 
the Patients; and in leſs than ſix Weeks 
Time the nr entirely cealed..; 


a 21 was ne * ſome and I men- 
tion it becauſe the ſame Remark was made 
by Campden; that Women were: very little 
affected, I did not hear of more than one 
Woman who took the Fever in Court, 
though doubtleſs 5 Women were 
* | 


At 3 to be remembered, that at 
the Time this Diſtemper happened, there 
was no Sickneſs in the Jail more than is 
common in ſuch Places; this Circum- 
_ which diſtinguiſheth this from 
moſt 


r 
moſt of the Caſes of the like which we 


have heard of, ſuggeſteth a very proper 
Caution, not to preſume 40 far upon the 
Health of the Fail, barely becauſe the Jail 
Fever 1s not among the Priſoners. 


For, without Doubt, if the Points of 
Cleanlineſs and free Air have been greatly 


neglected, the putrid Efiuvia, which the 


Priſoners bring with them in their Cloaths, 
Sc. eſpecially where too many are brought 
into a crowded Court together, may have 
fatal Effects upon People who are ac- 
cuſtomed to breathe better Air; thou gh 


the poor Wretches, who are in ſome 


Meaſure habituated to the. Fumes of 2 
Priſon, may not always be ſenſible of any 
great Inconvenience from them. 


The Perſons of chief Note WF were 
in Court at this Time, and died of the 
Fever, were Sir Samuel Pennant ant, , Lord- 
Mayor for that Year; Sir 285 Aue 
one of the] — TI the Common Pe. 


GE Clatke, E 


of 


fol 19; one of the Barons 


1 wb”. 
6 
s — 


. $6.45 $5; Cares” ©. Gat 04, 


50 
of the Exchequer, and Sir Daniel Lambert, 
one of the Aldermen of London. Of leſs 
Note, a Gentleman of the Bar, two or 
three Students, one of the Under Sherifts, 
an Officer of Lord Chief Juſtice Lee, 
who attended his Lordſhip in Court at 
that Time ; ſeveral of the Jury on the 
Middleſex Side, and about forty other Per- 
ſons, whom Buſineſs or Curiofity had 
brought thither. FH. Cr. Law, p. 74, 
Sc. | 55 
| = An Elle Lawyer. 
Jan. . 1 ee 


Number XI. 


Copy of a 1 in the Gazetteer of 
Fiday, January 13, 1 764. 


To the Citizens of London, 
London, 13 Jan. 1764. 


| YW/ hou entering into the difagreeable | 
Accounts lately inſerted in the daily 


Papers, concerning the Health of the Pri- 
ſoners in Newgate ; and previous to the 
Public $ rears the following. Particulars 3 

OY wherein 


1 
wherein their Preſervation in common, 
and yours in particular is ſo much at 
Stake: Vou will pleaſe to reflect, whether 
in our Improvements within this great 
City, we have not begun, and are not 
proceeding, at the wrong End; And 
whether the Jail of Newgate, which is 
the greateſt Nuſance and Eyeſore in it, 
ſhould not be the principal Object of our 
Attention ? In order to render it ſecure, 
ſpacious, ornamental, and in particular, 
healthy ; inſtead of being ſuffered any 
longer to continue inſecure, ſtraitened, 
abominably disfigured, filthy even in its 
outward Appearance, and notoriouſly 
beaſtly and unhealthy within. 


The new Bridge at Black. friars is a 
very noble Undertaking, the Repairing of 
London-Bridge is another grand Work, 
the having pulled down the City Gates 
has given Air and Elegance to the Streets, 

and the other Improvements begun, ad- 
vance the Dignity and Splendor of the 
City of London ; but no one will preſume 
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to ſay they are not (8M eclipſed, whilſt 
10 deteſtable a Nuſance as the Jai of 
Newgate fill remains in the N er 
of i =_ 


I mould be very ſorry to be thought 
to inſinuate, that any of the uſeful Works 
either begun or intended, ſhould be laid 
aſide, or even ſuſpended, to make room 
for this ſo neceſſary an Amendment. The 
View of this Addreſs being merely to in- 
1p! ſpire my Fellow-Citizens with a Reſolu- 
tion, for the Sake of. their own Heatths, 
and of the poor Wretches who are ſo un- 
happy as to be confined there, and for the 
Honour and Dignity of ſo opulent a City, 


to have this infamous Sink of Miſery and 


Deſtruction torn up from its very Foun- 
dation, and in its ſtead another Jail built, 
which will anſwer the deſirable Purpoſes 


of Security, Convenience, Ornament and 


Health. 


"OEM temembers the F atlity abich 
een at the Old Bailey, in the April 


Seffions, 


[53] 
Beſſions, 19750, from the infectious Diſ- 
order among the Priſoners brought down 
from Newgate, to take their Trials, where- 
by Forty-four Perſons then in Court loſt 
their Lives, (amon 5 whom were Sir 


Samuel Pennant, Lord-Mayor, Sir Thomas 


Abney and Baron Clarke, two of the 
Judges, Sir Daniel Lambert, one of the 
Aldermen, ſeveral Counſellors, one of the 
Under Sheriffs, and five of the Middleſex 
Jury) will readily allow that no Time 
ſhould be loſt, no Trouble or Expence 
ſpared, tilt fo neceſſary and fo falutary a 


Work, as the Rebuilding and Enlarging 


the Jail of Newgaze, is fet about and ac- 
compliſhed. . I 


The Number tried that Seſſions being 
remarkably great, and ſome of the Trials 
being intereſting to the Public, (particu- 
larly the Trial of Capt. Clarke, for killing 

Capt. Innes in a Duel, in Hyde Park) tlie 
Court was unuſually crowded, and became 
ſo hot, that it was neceſſary 
the Right Hand _ facing the Bench, 

through 
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through which it is preſumed ʒ the Wind 
being then briſk at North Eaſt, in a Line 
from Neugate to this opened Saſh; the 


Stream of foul Air might be brought 
upon thoſe unhappy Perſons who ſat on 
the South and South Weſt Parts of the 
Court, for it was there the greateſt Part 
of the Mortality fell, it being obſerved, 
that not above four or five n who 
ſat on the oppoſite Side of the Court, 
either E cane the Infachan or died of 1 . 


"if Follow Citizen, 


N umber XII. 


Copy of a Letter in the Cle, of 
. Haug 14. 1 764. 


* 


To the Citizens of London. 8 
| London, January 14 1 7 64. 


FTER 0 ſhocking an Event, no one 
will be ſurprized, that the Judges, 


A 


- the Jurymen, and others, who were to 
attend at the enſuing Sefiions, ſhould ex- 


preſs 


551 
preſs their Fears at being expoſed to ſuch 
imminent Danger of loſing their Lives. 
Alderman Janſſen therefore, one of the 
then Sheriffs of Landon, thought it his 
indiſpenſable Duty, at all Hazards, to re- 
move theſe Apprehenſions, as far as lay 
in his Power, and as the Nature of the 
Caſe would admit. He began, by going 
into and taking a View of that diſmal Jail 
himſelf, and directed Mr. Akerman the 
then Keeper of it, to have it thoroughly 
cleanſed ; upon which Five Cart Loads 
of the molt. abominable Filth were car- 
ried out of it; but leaſt the Efluvia of 
ſuch putrid Matter ſhould inffect the Air, 
the "Sheriff had it carried a conſiderable 
Diftance from Town, and there buried 
ten Feet under Ground. He next con- 
ſulted the late Dr. Stephen Hates ; that ex- 
cellent Pattern of Humanity; in Conſe- 
quence of which, _ the following Steps. 
were taken, ſucceſſiyely. Orders were 
given that the Jail ſhould be thoroughly. 
waſhed, with Vinegar, and likewiſe that 


| the a a at or two before their 
being 


5 [56 ] 
being brought down to the R 0 
take their Trials, ſhould üfiderge tlie 
ſame Operation, which was\ accordingly 


done. The Od Bailey Court; and tlie 
whole Houſe: from Top to Bottom, (to 
which nothing had been done in thirty 
Vears before) were ſcraped, cleanſed and 
well waſhed: with Vinegar, and the wor- 
thy Doctor cauſed certain Herbs to be 
burnt in the Court for ſome Days befbre 
the next Seſſions began, to prevent a 
Return of the like Calamity, as before, 
which he and the Sheriff daily ſaw exe- 
cuted. The Leads, cloſe adjoining to and 
fronting the Court, were taken up, and 
a great Quantity of Filth carriett away, 
which had been gathering there for many 
Years before; and the two Yards under 
theſe Leads, the üg for the Reception'of 
_ the other for the Women” Pri 
3 are call d forth to'take 
+ tray perfectly well cleanſed 
and Purified with Vinegar: Whilſt alf this 
was carrying on; the Sheriff went to the 


Gate Houſe Priſon, Mſiminſter, which he 
found 


TY 
found in a moſt noiſome State, this Prifon 


he alſo ordered to be thoroughly cleanſed 
and waſhed with Vinegar, and the Priſon- 
ers likewiſe ; before they were removed to 
Newgate againft the appricia g Seffions : 
He alſo went into New Priſon and 'Clerk- 
entvell Bridewell, where the fame Orders 
were carried into Execution; althou gh 
it muſt be owned, that thoſe two Jails 
were in a very cleanly State, when com- 
pared with the two former. And laſtly, 
this other very uſeful Precaution was then 
taken, — It had been always cuſtomary 
before, to arraign a matter of twenty Pri- 
ſoners at à time, at the Trying Bar, 
which is near to the very Center of the 
Ou Baiky Court, ſo that if there had been 
any inſectigus Diſorder among them, the 
Court was in the greateſt Danger of 
catching it. To evade this Danger, in 


ſome Meaſure, another Bar, purpoſely 
for the Arraignment of Priſoners, was 
fixed, within a Yard or two of the Door 
opening into the Court from the Leads; 
* a ſtrict Order given by the Court, 


H : that 


581 
chat for the future, the Priſoners ſhould 
be arraigned at that Bar only, and that 
never more than Nine ſhould be arraign- 


ed at one time, by which Means the 


Efluvia, (except in a ſtrong North Wind 
which blows directly in at that Door) 
could not dilate itſelf ſo far into the Court 


as before, neither could the Efluvia from 


Nine Priſoners ſtrike ſo dangerouſly as 


from . 
4 Elba iim. 


Nu er XIII. 


Inſane of the Fatality of the Newgate 
1 Jail Fever, collected by S. T. J. 


E following Inſtances may ſerve to 
confirm, how neceſſary i it is, let the 


Ex xpence be ever ſo great, to guard againſt 
a malignant Diſorder happening any more 
in Or principal Jail of Neugate; the Re- 


ceptacle from all the other Jails, not only 


of the County of Middkfex, but T might 
add, from all the other Jails in England, 


which Experience has ſhewn us the Fa- 
n a” - 
n 


[59] 

In the Rebellion Year 1745, two Sol- 
diers carried this Fail Fever with them, 
into the Army in Scotland, under the 
Command of his late Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Cumberland, by eh ; as his 
Royal Highneſs was pleafed afterwards to 
declare to the Privy Council ; he was near 
having, at that moſt critical Juncture, 
two whole Regiments entirely ruined. . 


In- 1745, a Ship, Dobbins, Maſter, 
bound to Virginia, with about 100 New- 
gate Convicts, was taken in the Bay of 
Biſcay, by two French Fri gates, the Zepbire 
and Sirene, and carried into Bre, where 
Duke D' Anville then lay with his Fleet, 
bound for Chebu&o. Theſe Convicts, be- 
ing Priſoners of War, were there diftri- 
buted in the French Hoſpitals, where they 
communicated a contagious Fever to the 
French Sailors, of which many died, and 
the reſt were ſhipped on board the Duke's 
Fleet, which was in great Want of Hands. 
The Conſequences of which were, that the 
Duke loſt 2580 Men on his tedious. Paſ- 
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6 
ſage thither, of the Peſlitential Feyer con- 
tracted from the ſaid Newgate Convicts, 
befides many Thouſands more, with his 
own Life, ſoon after his landing in that 
Harbour, which rendered: that important 
Expedition quite abortive, preſerved Louiſ- 
zung then in our Poſſeſſion, threw the 
Ardent and Mars Men of War into our 
Hands, on our diſgraceful Return from 
L'Orient, and diſabled the French from 
making any Figure at Sea, during the 
Remainder of that War. 


In February, 1 7 53. Dr. Jobn Pringle 
gave the Royal Society, in Account, in 
Article VI, of ſeveral Perſons ſeized with 


the Jail Frurr, working in Newgate, and 


of. the Manner in which the Infection 


was communicated to one intire Family. 
As may be ſeen in the Philoſo phical 


Tranfactione, Vol. 48, Part I, Page 42. 


Printed for Davis, over a e Gray inn 
Gate, 1 Hoborn. 'Þ 


This Account thaw: cher out of FA | 


ven —— employed in Newgate by 


Mr. 


— 


Or]. 


Mr. S1ibbs, in ſetting up Dr. Haless Ven- 
tilator, ſeven of them were ſeized with 


the Jail Fever, whereof one died, and 


by its being communicated to others, one 
of thoſe died likewiſe: A plain Demon- 
ſtration of the contagious Nature of this 


— 

This Account of Dr. Pringle s will alſo 
ſerve to ſhew, what Caution ought to be 
obſerved in pulling down this infected 
Jail, or in removing or tranſplanting the 
Materials belonging to it, into other Places, 
For Dr. Hates, has told us, the very Walls 
are impregnated with that poiſonous Mat- 


5 ter, and that it is of ſo ſubtile a Nature, as 


to penetrate into the very Heart of the 
hardeſt Oak, — And Dr. Pringle himſelf 
proves to us, in the above Account re- 
ferr d to, that it was the Putrid Matter, 
lodged in the old Air Trunks, which gave 
the Jail Fever to the ſeven Workmen out 
of the eleven. And I can take upon my- 
ſelf to ſay, that in the fatal Caribagena Ex- 


— of 1741, the infectious Matter 


(ariſing 


[ 621 5 T 
- ariſi ing from the fame Diſorder as we call 
the Jail Fever) was of ſo corroding a 
Nature, that it eat into the very Decks 
and other Timbers of all our 1 
Ships. N 5 0 


And if I didn't think i it too "a I 
could give a pretty late Inſtance, at South- 
_empion, where a putrid Matter had been 
lodged. for ſeven or eight Years, which 
afterwards infected ſome Hundreds of 
Perſons, out of which Number nearly 
one Half were carried —_ 


In March, 1764, ſeven Newgate Con- 
victs were all buried together, in Green- 
urch Burying Ground, whoſe infected 
Bodies had been caſt overboard out of a 
Tranſport Ship, and were taken up on 
that Shore, after havin g lain chere my 


ſome Days. 


* Annapoles in Marylend, 2 29, 1767. 
The: deplorable Havock lately made in 
the Family of a Widow Lady on the 


Eaſtern Shore, by that horrid contagious 
Diſtemper, 


. 


11 
Diſtemper, commonly called the Jail 
Fever, ought to give freſh Warning to the 
Inhabitants of this Province how they ad- 
mit this baneful Malady into their Fa- 
milies. A caſual Viſit, it ſeems, from 
one of the Felons, ſome Time ſince im- 
ported in a convict Ship, communicated 
the Diſtemper to the Negroes. It is con- 
fidently reported, that near thirty People 
in this Family (among whom the worthy 
Lady herſelf was one) fell Victims to the 
Fury of this malignant ravaging Peſti- 
lence. The Caſe of Mr. Howard, near 
Annapolis, who loſt his own Life, and 
many of his Family, is a recent and no- 
torious Inſtance of the Malignity of this 
Diſtemper. Moved by a tender Concern 
for the Inhabitants, who have too often 
felt the direful Effects of this wide waſt- 
ing Contagion, our Aſſembly, at their 
laſt Meeting, enacted a Quarantine Law, 


: which will probably give ſome Check to 


its Introduction, and fave the Lives of | 
Thouſands, 
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